Z. Angew. Math. Phys. (2019) 70:153
© 2019 Springer Nature Switzerland AG
0044-2275/19/050001-13

published online September 20, 2019 Zeitschrift -fﬁr angewar}dte

https://doi.org/10.1007/s00033-019-1193-0 Mathematik und Physik ZAMP
Check for
updates

A class of global large solutions to the magnetohydrodynamic equations with fractional
dissipation

Yichen Dai, Zhong Tan and Jiahong Wu

Abstract. The global existence and regularity problem on the magnetohydrodynamic (MHD) equations with fractional
dissipation is not well understood for many ranges of fractional powers. This paper examines this open problem from
a different perspective. We construct a class of large solutions to the d-dimensional (d = 2,3) MHD equations with any
fractional power. The process presented here actually assesses that an initial data near any function whose Fourier transform
lives in a compact set away from the origin always leads to a unique and global solution.
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1. Introduction

The magnetohydrodynamic (MHD) equations govern the motion of electrically conducting fluids such
as plasmas, liquid metals and electrolytes (see, e.g., [9,23]). They are the centerpiece of the magneto-
hydrodynamics initiated by Alfvén [2]. The MHD equations consist of the Navier—Stokes equations of
fluid dynamics and Maxwell’s equations of electromagnetism. Due to the nonlinear interaction between
the fluid velocity and the magnetic field, the MHD equations can accommodate much richer phenomena
than the Navier—Stokes equations alone. One significant example is that the magnetic field can actually
stabilize the fluid motion [24].

The MHD equations have always been of great interest in mathematics. Mathematically rigorous
foundational work has been laid by Duvaut and Lions [12] and Sermange and Temam [30]. Recently
the MHD equations have gained renewed interests and there have been substantial developments on the
well-posedness problem, especially when the MHD equations involve only partial or fractional dissipation.
A summary on some of the recent results can be found in a review paper [36]. This paper focuses on the
2D and the 3D incompressible MHD equations with fractional dissipation,

Ou+u-Vu+v(—A)*u=—-VP+b-Vb, xR t>0,
Ob+u-Vb+n(=A)Pb=0b-Vu, xzecR% t>0,
V-u=V-b=0, zeR% t>0,

u(z,0) =up(x), b(x,0) = bo(x),

(1.1)

where d = 2 or 3, u, P and b represent the velocity, the pressure and the magnetic field, respectively, and
v>0,7>0 a>0and 8> 0 are real parameters. The fractional Laplacian operator (—A)* is defined
via the Fourier transform,

(ZA) () = ¢ o),

 Birkhiuser
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where
F©) = s [ ¢ ) do
(27r)d/2 :
Rd
The MHD equations with fractional dissipation given by (1.1) have recently attracted considerable in-
terests, due to their mathematical importance and physical applications. Mathematically (1.1) represents
a two-parameter family of systems and contains the MHD systems with standard Laplacian dissipation
as special cases. (1.1) allows us to simultaneously examine a whole family of equations and potentially
reveals how the solution properties are related to the sizes of o and 3. Physically the fractional diffusion
operators can model the anomalous diffusion and have now been widely used in turbulence modeling to
control the effective range of the non-local dissipation (see, e.g., [1,16,17]).
A range of global well-posedness results on (1.1) have been obtained. [34] has shown that (1.1) is
globally well posed if  and 3 satisfy

1 d d
> -+ - 0 >14+—. 1.2
azg+7, >0, atfzl+g (1.2)
Wu [35] was able to sharpen this result by replacing the fractional Laplacian operators by general Fourier
multiplier operators. In particular, (1.1) with a %u and %b for o and 3 satisfying (1.2) is

also globally well posed. Yamazaki obtained the global regularity for the case when o = 2 and 3 = 0 and
for a logarithmically reduced fractional dissipation [40]. A further logarithmic refinement was recently
worked out by Yamazaki [41].

More global regularity results beyond those stated above are available for the 2D case. When d = 2,
(1.1) with » = 0 and § > 1 was shown to always possess global classical solutions by [5] via the Besov
space approach and later by [20] via the parabolic regularity estimates. The global regularity for the
case when a > 0 and = 1 has also been resolved [13]. A significant improvement of [13] is the global
regularity of (1.1) with § = 1 and (—A)%u replaced by log(I — A)u [44]. Discovering and exploring a
special structure in the nonlinear terms in the equation of the magnetic field, Dong et al. [10] and [11]
were able to sharpen the results of [5,20] and [13] by removing half of the magnetic diffusion. The critical
case ¥ = 0 and § = 1 has so far resisted a complete resolution. A very recent work establishes the
global well posedness with only directional hyperviscosity [42]. Many more exciting results on the global
regularity problem are available for the 2D case (see, e.g., [3-5,10,11,13,19,20,32,33,37-40,44]). There
is also important progress on the uniqueness of weak local solutions to the MHD equations with partial
or fractional dissipation (see, e.g., [6,8,14,15,18,26]).

The issue of whether smooth solutions of the MHD equations (1.1) with large initial data can develop
singularity in finite time is still a challenging open problem when « and (3 are not in the ranges mentioned
above. The perspective of this paper is different. Our goal here is to offer an effective approach of
constructing large solutions of (1.1). A special consequence of our construction assesses that any initial
data close to a function whose Fourier transform supported in a suitable domain away from the origin
always leads to a unique global solution of (1.1). We now describe the construction in some detail. There
are some differences between the 2D and the 3D cases, so we split our consideration into two cases, one
for the 3D case and one for the 2D case, for the sake of clarity. We begin with the 3D case.

To construct large solutions for the 3D MHD equations, we define two suitable vector fields ¢¢ €
Cs°(R3) and vy € C§°(R?) with their Fourier transforms satisfying

90(&) = o(&) = (a‘llogi) X(€), €£eR, (13)

where 0 < € < 1 is a small parameter depending on v and n and will be specified later. Here, x is a
smooth cutoff function,

suppy CC and x =1 on Cy,
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where C and C; denote the annuli,

C={¢cR |l —gl<e,ij=1,231< P <2},
5 7
Cl = {§ €R3H§l _gj‘ S g, Za] = 1a2a37 Z S |§|2 S 1}
We remark that the set |§; — &;| < & can be realized by restricting ¢ € R? to the cylinder of radius %

centered on the line z; = x5 = x3. Suppose & € R? satisfies, for any r € R,

T =xp = a3 = Si+&+ & =T, (1.4)

3
(& —21)? + (&2 —22)” + (& —w3)* <

Then, it is not difficult to see that |§; — §;| < e, 4,5 = 1,2,3. In fact, we have from (1.4) and (1.5)
(&1 —21) + (&2 — 22)” + (&3 — 23)?

=€+ +& —201(& + & + &) + 3t
2 2 2 r r?
=4a+&E T8 250+

2. (1.5)

Wl

3 3

2
2 2 2 T 1,
= ——<— .
§1+£2+£3 3 —36

Then,
(&= &)+ (G — &) + (&2 - &)?
=2(67 + &5+ €5) — 2(616a + 163 + £263)
=2 +E+ &)+ (EF+E+EE )
<é?

which implies |§; — §;| < ¢, 4,5 = 1,2,3. Our global existence and regularity result for the 3D MHD
equations can be stated as follows.

Theorem 1.1. Assume ¢o and g are given by (1.3). Define Uy and By by
Uo =V x ¢0, BO =V x ’L/J(). (].6)

Letv>0,7>0and a« >0 and 8> 0. Let s > max{% -, % — B, 1}, Consider the 3D MHD equations
in (1.1) with the initial data

ug = Uy +vg and by = By + hg.
If e, vo € H*(R®) and ho € H*(R3) satisfy
e = C; (min{v, 77})% and  ||lvo|lgs + ||hol| g < C2 min{v,n}
for suitable constants C1; > 0 and Cy > 0, then (1.1) has a unique global solution (u,b) satisfying
u, b e C([0,00); H*(R?)), A%, APb e L%(0, 00; L*(R?)).
The initial data (ug,bp) in Theorem 1.1 is not small. In fact,

luollzz = |Uollz2 — [lvol| L2

2

> / EPIBo(©) P de| — llvollzr-

3
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> / G

1
>C <€1 log 5) e — |Jvol|ms

1
>C logg — Cy max{v, n}, (1.7)

which can be really large when ¢ is take to be small. Similarly, any homogeneous H*® norm is not small
and [|bo|| g+ is also large. In addition, as we shall see from the proof, Theorem 1.1 remains valid when the
annulus in the definition of C is replaced by any compact set supported away from the origin.

A similar result also holds for the 2D MHD equations in (1.1). There are some minor differences in
the construction process. We define two scalar functions ¢ € Cs°(R?) and Ve Cg° (R?) satisfying

1 1
50 =) = (o2 ) u(©), €er2 (1.9
where 1 is a smooth cutoff function,

suppx1 CD and xy1; =1 on Ds.
Here, D and D; denote the annuli,

D= {€€R2||€’L_€j| ng 17] = 1725 1 S |€|2 S 2}7
2 . 5 9 T
Dyi={ceR & —gl<eij=12 7 <2<}
We remark that it is not necessary for 5 and QZ to be the same. They are taken to be the same here for

the sake of brevity. The global existence and regularity result for the 2D MHD equations can be stated
as follows.

Theorem 1.2. Assume 5 and {/; are given by (1.8). Define U and B by
[7 = VL(E = (825, —815), é = VLJ (19)

Letv >0,n>0and o >0 and 8 > 0. Let s > 2. Consider the 2D MHD equations in (1.1) with the
initial data

u0=(7—|—vo and bozg—i—ho.
If &, vo € H*(R?) and ho € H*(R?) satisfy
e=Cs (min{v,n})®  and |vollus + |[hollse < Ca min{w, n}
for suitable constant C3 > 0 and Cy > 0, then (1.1) has a unique global solution (u,b) satisfying
u, b e O([0,00); H*(R?)), A%, APb e L?(0,00; L?(R?)).
Again the initial data (ug, bo) is not small in H*(R?). As in (1.7),
luollz2, ollz= > € log = — C max{,n}.

Theorem 1.2 remains true if the annulus in the definition of D is changed to any compact set supported
away from the origin.

We mention some related results. Lei et al. [25] constructed smooth large solutions to the 3D Navier—
Stokes equations with the initial data close to a Beltrami flow. More information on the Beltrami flow
can be found in [7,29]. Zhou—Zhu [45] obtained a class of large solutions to the 3D damped Euler near the
Beltrami flow. Family of large solutions have also been obtained for the damped MHD equations and the
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Hall-MHD equations (see [27,28,43]). Our construction presented here is somewhat different and does
not involve Beltrami flow.
To prove Theorem 1.1, we seek a solution of the form

u=U+v, b=B-+h,

where U and B are the solutions of the corresponding linearized equations

3tU + V(—A)aU = O,

OB +n(-A)PB =0, (1.10)

U(x,0) = Up(x), B(z,0)= Bo(x).
By the definition of Uy and By in Theorem 1.1, U and B can be written as

Ut) = e VDY = e VDY x g, B(t) = e 102 0T x . (1.11)

The equations of (v, h) are given by

ov+u-Vo+ov - VU +v(-A)*v=—-VP+b-Vh+h-VB+f,
Oth+u-Vh+v-VB+n(-A)’h=b-Vo+h-VU +g,

V.o=V-h=0, (1.12)
v(x,0) = vo(z), h(x,0) = ho(z),
where
f=-U.-VU+B-VB and g=-U-VB+B-VU. (1.13)

Then, it suffices to show that (1.12) has a unique global solution. Since the local well posedness follows
from as standard procedure, we focus on the global bound via the bootstrap argument. Details on how to
obtain suitable energy inequalities and how the bootstrap argument is applied are given in Sect. 2. The
proof of Theorem 1.2 is similar and is sketched in Sect. 3.

The rest of this paper is divided into two sections. Section 2 proves Theorem 1.1, while Sect. 3 provides
the proof for Theorem 1.2.

2. Proof for Theorem 1.1

This section proves Theorem 1.1. As we described in “Introduction”, it suffices to establish that solutions
of (1.12) remain bounded in H*® for all time. This is verified by deriving suitable energy inequalities and
applying the bootstrap argument. As a preparation, we first present some bounds on U (t) and B(t) given
by (1.11) and f and g defined in (1.13).

Lemma 2.1. Let ¢y and g be given by (1.3), Uy and By by (1.6), U(t) and B(t) by (1.11), and f and g
by (1.13). Then, the following estimates hold.

1) Foranyo >0 and 2 <qg < o0
(1) y q < oo,
2 1
|A7 ol o), [A7w0]aqge) < Ce ™ log =,
_2 1
AT ()| Lages)s [A°B(E)| paqgsy < Ce' 5 log ~ e ot

where Cy > 0 is a constant.
(2) For any s> 3,

1 llzzs + llgllzze < Ce e (ol Fare + 0ll7ges2).- (2.1)
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Proof of Lemma 2.1. By Hausdorff—Young inequality,

Similarly,

_— 1 2 _2
IA? ol Laqre) < CIAT | Lagrsy < C (5_1log 5) i =Cel™a log —.

|A7U ()]l pageey < ClIATT (1)]|pagee)

2

1 1
<C (51 log > ef e7Cot = 0 l™4 log = e~ Cot,
B €

ZAMP

where % + % = 1. [|A?B(t)| e (rs) obeys the same bound. To prove (2.1), we rewrite the terms in f and

g so that each term contains a difference 9; — 9; with 4,7 = 1,2,3. Clearly, for ¢ = e —v(
)= e 1Ay,

and

U=V x¢= (0203 — 0302, 03¢1 — O1¢3, 0102 — D2¢1)

B =V x 1) = (02tp3 — 0312, 03Py — 01903, 0192 — Oat)1).

Then, direct calculations show that the first component of —U - VU becomes

—-U-vVU!
= —0203010203 + 0103020203 + 23010302 — 0193020502
+ 0302010203 — 0102030203 — O32010502 + 0102030302
— 0301020203 + 0291030203 + 031020302 — 020103032
= [(O1 — 02)$301 0263 + O1¢302(02 — 01) 3]

+ [(92 — 01)3010302 + 01¢303(01 — O2)¢2]
+ [(03 — 01) 92010203 + 01202 (01 — 03) 3]
+ [(01 — 03) 201050 + O1¢205(03 — 01) 2]
+ [(O2 — 03)$102023 + D2¢102(03 — 02) 3]
+ [(93 — 02)91020302 + O2¢105(02 — 03)pa].

Taking the H*-norm yields,

I=U-VU e < (101 = 0)dl s Dl ro+2 + Bl pr+1 /(D2 = O1) ]l rroa
(82 = 01)0l = |0l mro+2 + 1@l e+ |(O1 — B2) @l g1
1105 = 00) ¢l ms @l rovz + |Gl o1 [[(Or = B5)bl| o
(01 = 0s) ¢l s | @l rrov2 + |Gl o111 (5 = O1)bl| o
+1[(02 — 93)oll s | Dl a2 + 1Pl o1 (D5 — B2) @l o1
+ (05 = 02)0 |z 1@l rra+2 + |6llpro+1 (D2 — Bs) bl pyo+1)
< C(10: = 09l 0l sre+2 + 1]l o1 [1(Di = 05) Bl o),

where 7, j in the last line are summed over ¢, 7 = 1,2, 3. Similarly,

£l < C(I10: = 07)dll = 6l sz + 0] rra+1 /(D5 — 0;) b gy
10 = 0w llasllvllsre+2 + [l o2 105 — 8;)Wl| ro+1)
< Ce 2([[(8; — 0))ollr=l|goll re+2 + l|Goll o1 11(85 — 05) ol o)
+Ce 2 ([(8; — 95)vollm= 1ol o2 + 1ol rro+1 (8 — 8)vo | o)

ot ¢0 and
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< Cee > (||oll - 9ol aro+= + dollzross I boll o)
+ Cee™ 260t (|iol| g« ol ro+s + 6ol [Wboll o)
< Cee 2 (||go]%sa + o l3ra)-

The bound for ||g|| s can be similarly obtained. This proves (2.1). O

In addition, the following commutator and bilinear estimates involving fractional derivatives will be
used (see, e.g., [21,22]).

Lemma 2.2. Let s > 0. Let p,p1,p3 € (1,00) and pa,ps € [1,00] satisfy
1 1 1 1 1
+

p P P2 p3 o pa
Then, there exist constants C'’s such that
I[J°, F1G||r» < C (HJSFHLm |GlLes + | T G| Lrs ||Vf||Lp4),
[7°(F Gl < C ([ Flley [Gllzez + [1T°Glles [|F[Lea)

where J = (I — A)z.
Proof of Theorem 1.1. Applying J* to (1.12) and dotting with (J°v, J*h) yield

7
[ollZe + 1P13-) + wllolpro +allbllZFress < D L, (2.2)

m=1

i
where, dueto V-v=0,V-U=0,V-h=0and V-B =0,
I = —/[JS,U~V]U-Jsvdx—/[JS,v~V]h~Jshdx,
Iy = —/[JS,U-V]U~JSde—/[JS,U-V]h-Jshdm,
I = /[Js,h-v]h-Jsvda:—ir/[JS,h-V]v Jhda,
I = /[JS,B.V}h.JSvdx+/[JS,B.V]v.J%dx,
I ::f/JS(voVU)~Jsvd:cf/Js(v~VB)oJ5hdx,
I ::/Js(h~VB)-J5vd:c+/Js(h~VU)~J5hdx,
I; ::/Jsf~Jsvdx+/Jsg-Jshdx.

By Lemma 2.2,
|L] < CIVollz= [olls + CIVUllze [RllGs + C IVl (o]l

< Clollas [vllFrere + Clollge+a 1Rl mess 12 -

< C(IvllFrsve + RlZeso) (loll s + (1Bl 2),

where we have used the Sobolev inequalities

h”Hs

IVollz < Cllolera and [[Vh|z= < Cllh]yoes
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for s > max{2 — o, 5 — 8}. Applying Lemma 2.2 with p; < oo large and p% + p% = 1 and Lemma 2.1,

(L] < Cllwllas (I7°Ulle [[VllLee + (VU e [[v] 1+)
+ Clhllas (17°Ullzes VRl Le2 + VUL |2

|m)

2

— 1
< et (log2 ) e (lolf + i)

where we have used the Sobolev inequality |[|[Vov|/pre < C|lv||gs for s > 1 and ps > 2 but close to 2.
For simplicity, we take p; = 40 (a concrete number is not crucial here). Using the simple fact that, for

0<e<,
1
£20 (log) <,
€

L] < Ceto et (|[u]| 4. + [|h]1%).

we have

I3 can be similarly estimated as Iy,
L5 < C ([l Frora + All7esn) (0llzs + [1Allae)-
14 can be similarly estimated as I5,
9 _
1] < Cem e (|[v]|Fe + [P F-)-
By Lemma 2.2,

\Is| < Cllvllas (VU Loy [[0]lLe2 + [VU]| Lo [[0][+)
+ Cllollas (17°VBllzey ([Bllzez + [V Bl L [|b] 25)-

Applying Lemma 2.1 and following the estimates for I, we find

[T < Cett e (ol + 1hl3).
Ig can be estimated similarly as I,

[Tl < Cet6 e (|Joll3 + 1hl3).

By Lemma 2.1,

(2| < I fllms ollzs + Niglizs Al

< Cee > ([gollFgera + [0l Fresa) /0 + 121G

By Lemma 2.1,

1
léalleso, ol < € (1og ).

Therefore, if we use the simple fact that, for 0 < e <1,

1
g0 (log ) <,
€
9 _
|[I7] < Cet0 e 28 []|v)| 3. + |hll3.

we obtain
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Inserting the estimates in (2.2) yields

1d
5 3z (IllZr + 12lE-) + (& = Cs (ol + [12llae)) o] oo

+ (0= Cs ([vllzzs + 1Pllze)) 1Rl o0

< Coets et (|Jof|2 + ||Al|%.) + Crets 72908 o] % + 7). (2.3)

We apply the bootstrap argument to (2.3) to establish that ||v(¢)|| s +||2(¢)|| = remains uniform bounded
if |lvo|lg= + |[holl = is taken to be sufficiently small. The bootstrap argument starts with an ansatz that
lo@)|| s + ||h(t)]| = is bounded, say

lo@)lzs + [[R(E)][ae < M
and shows that ||v(t)| gs + ||h(t)|| zs actually admits a smaller bound, say
1
0Ol + Wo(@) - < 300

when |lvo||m= + ||ho| = is sufficiently small. A rigorous statement of the abstract bootstrap principle can
be found in T. Tao’s book (see [31, p.21]). To apply the bootstrap argument to (2.3), we assume that

I
Jof6) e + (Ol < M 3= 3o min{v, o} (2.0
Clearly, when (2.4) is fulfilled, we have
v—Cs (vl +[|kllgs) >0,  n—=Cs(||v]lgs + [|hla:) > 0.

It then follows from (2.3) that

1d
5= (Il + )

< Cges e (|jo]|2e + |h]|]e) + Crets 260 [ |v]|%. + 7)1
d 2+ Bl < Cgeto e=Cot h Cr g0 20!
[0]1%. + [IR]1%. < Coet [ol|2. + 7)1 + Cret -

By Gronwall’s 1nequahty,

or

9

€10 je’COTd‘r
VIvOR + 1@ < e 07 (ol + ol

t
+ /6’7 10 ¢ 2C07 dr)
0
< My ([vol s + [[hollrs) + MeTo, (2.5)

where
M, = max{eoﬁcﬂ -C:Cy 1eCsCo }

If vg, hy and e satisfy

[vollzrs + [|hol s <

1 . min{z/,n})190
" o (minfrn} " 2.6
NITH min{v, n} € (8\/§M1C5 (20
then (2.5) implies
. i M
D+ [hOBy. < My 2Ry mintvny M
V0@ + A0 < LSVEMLCs U SVAMLCs | 2v3
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That is,

o)l + IO e < VBl + IR < 5

The bootstrap argument then implies that, for all ¢ > 0,

M 1
@z + A < = = ics min{v, n}
when ||vg|| s + ||hol|zrs and e satisfy (2.6). This proves Theorem 1.1. O

3. Proof of Theorem 1.2

This section proves Theorem 1.2. Since the proof shares many similarities with that for Theorem 1.1, we
shall just provide the details for those parts that differ.

As a preparation of the proof, the following lemma provides upper bounds for U, B, f and ¢ in the
2D case.

Lemma 3.1. Let ¢ and ¢ be given by (1.8), and U and B by (1.9). Let U(t) and B(t) be given by
U(t) = e DT, B(t) =e 2R,
Let f and g be given by (1.13), namely
f=-U-VU+B-VB and g=-U-VB+B-VU.
Then, the following estimates hold.

1) For anyo >0 and 2 < g < oo
(1) y q ;

~ ~ 11 1
A7 Bl Lareys [[AY]|Lamey < Ce>a logg,

- ~ 11 1
AT gageey, IA7BO)]lzaqeey < O3 log - et
(2) For any s > 1,

1£llzzs + llgllre < Ce e ([[Gl1F7r2 + []170+2). 3.1)

Proof. The first part of the estimates can be similarly proven as in the proof of Lemma 2.1. To prove
(3.1), we write

5 = e_y(_A)Q%m 12 = 6_"(_&%@0
and rewrite the first component of f as
fl=-U-VvU'+B-VB!
= 01002020 — 02001026 — 01102021 + Vo)1 Do)
= (01 — 02)002020 + 8260 (02 — 01)6 + (02 — 01)10202) + Da) 0 (01 — D2)u).
By Hélder’s inequality and Sobolev embedding, for s > 1,
1 e < CU1D1 = 32) Bl 1l zro2 + ([ Bll 41112 — D1) | o1
+ 100 = 0a) | s [ os2 + 191 o1 (D2 = B1)eb | o1 )
< Ce (|01 = D)8l e | Dl o2 + @l o+ [1(92 = 91)$ ] )
+ Ce 2! (||(D1 — D) Pl ae | Pll ez + [ o1 11(Ds = D) Pl aro1)
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< Cee > (16l 0l 2 + 1l o 6 11
+ Cee 2Ot ([ o |9 | rress + 19 reen [[90] resn )
< Cee P (||l eva + 19 F742),
The second component of f admits the same bound. Therefore,

e < W e + 120 < Cee P (111 Frer + [19]1Fa12).

llgl| s can be similarly estimated. This completes the proof of Lemma 3.1. O

The proof of Theorem 1.2 is close to that for Theorem 1.1 and we omit the details.
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